Riverfront Times

Wednesday, Nov. 23, 2005 ¢ Circulation: 102,000

Garry Noland: Unorganized Territory Noland’s
messy, dystopic paintings and assemblages
are apt metaphors for the state of current
American foreign relations. In one series the
artist binds National Geographic magazinesin
colored tape and arranges the pieces to spell
out messages in Morse Code. Elsewhere
Noland gouges maps into impossibly thick
impasto paint. Best of all his works are the TV
assemblages: stacks of dusty, pre-cable TV
sets adorned with various effluvia and broad-
casting mostly snow, punctuated by recogniz-
able imagery. The works read like desperate
attempts at post-apocalyptic communication.
It’s witty and disturbing — and a
perfect complement to Return,
Afghanistan, an exhibition of
photographs by Zalmai, an .
Afghan-born photojournalist
who depicts the plight of refugees
and seemingly perpetual state of
collapse that characterizes that
nation. Through January 21,
2006, at Gallery 210, TeleCom-
munity Center, University of Mis-
souri-St. Louis, 1 University Drive
(at Natural Bridge Road); 314-516-5976.
Gallery hours 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Tue.-Sat.



